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earth, but quenches the thirst of anyone who drinks it r
She also said to Mundhir: ' If Suliman looks at thee with
haughtiness and pride, know that he is a king and not a
prophet; therefore thou needest not fear his bravery and
power, and mayest boldly enter into conversation with him.
But if he meets you with affability and kindness, be sure
that he is a prophet; then consider well the words of his
lordship, replying humbly and respectfully/ After the
queen had finished her injunctions, the ambassadors de-
parted to the palace of Suliman.

Jebrail having been sent down by the Lord of lords,
informed his lordship the refuge of prophecy [i.e., Suliman]
of all matters and of the solution of difficulties. The
Lord Suliman then ordered the demons to pave the long
and wide plain alternately with bricks of gold and silver,
and to leave four spaces for bricks empty on the part on
which the ambassadors were to arrive. Innumerable multi-
tudes of people assembled on the plain; the children of
men being on one side, and the Satans drawn up in distinct
lines separately from them. In the vicinity and around
that assembly, animals and wild beasts were kept in check.
The throne of Suliman, occupied by his lordship, was
situated in the centre of the said plain, on each side of
which four thousand chairs were placed, destined for the
nobles of the children of Esrail and for the grandees of the
realm, over all of whom the various tribes of birds inter-
twined their wings and formed a canopy. When the
ambassadors of Balqis arrived, and beheld the perfect
magnificence of Suliman. they were confused and as-
tounded ; when they looked at the floor made of gold and
of silver, they were ashamed of the poverty of their own
gifts, and deposited their four ingots in the place purposely
left empty for them by the demons. When they approached
the ranks of the Satans, they perceived their strange and
terrible shapes, were startled, and, being dismayed, had not
the courage to progress further; but the Satans exclaimed:
' Hasten on, and be of good cheer; for the government and
justice of Suliman are such that not only you, but no one